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ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH 
Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH, Lehigh Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


St. Bartholomew's Church is located in North Phila- 
delphia, a section bounded on the south by the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, on the east by the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, and 18th Street; on the north by Allegheny Avenue, 
and on the west by Fairmount Park. St. Bartholomew's 
Church, which is located on the southeast corner of 
25th and Lehigh Avenue,is a mission congregation. The 
church owns the entire southeast corner of 25th and 
Lehigh Avenue which includes an Esso Gas Station on the 
corner, an Acme Market facing on 25th Street, and the 
parish house building the top floor of which is used for 
the church. The rectory is attached to the church. The 
church, rectory, and parish house require rehabilitation. 
St. Bartholomew's Church is a brick structure seating ap- 
proximately 250 persons. The rectory, which is attached 
to the church,is a brick structure having a replacement 
value of $15,227.00 of which $12,000.00 is carried in 
insurance. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


St. Bartholomew's Church is located in an area of 

shopping, small factories, and single-home dwellings. At 

the time of the visitation it was further noted that there 
were row-houses in the area. The rectory is located ina 
row-housing section. For the purposes of our Study, several 
census tracts have been arbitrarily selected as the parish 
area served by St. Bartholomew's. Within these census tracts 
there was a population in 1960 of 65,070 persons and of this 
number, 48,636 were non-white persons, making up 74.7% of the 


total population. The median age of persons residing with- 
in this area ranged from a low of 23.7 years to a high of 
55.0 years. In general, as the following chart will show, 
this is an area having many young families with a consider- 
abel number of children below the age of 14 years. The 
percentage of college graduates and persons that have been 
to college is exceedingly low and it is further noted that 
for adults 25 years of age and over the percentage of high 
school graduates within this area is also very low. 


CENSUS POPULATION % % % % 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE 14 & UNDER 65 & OVER NON-WHITE 
28-c 16,604 16,796 Tei 35.4 5.7 €9.2 
B 11,584 10,574 -8.7 31.0 6.9 93.9 
38-3 NA 12,694 27.4 11.9 6.2 
28-D 6,660 7,548 T33 36-3 6.2 84.8 
32-E NA 17,458 27-8 Ce) 94.8 
TOTAL 65,070 74.7 


RESIDENCE 1955 


CENSUS NON-WHITE POPULATION % SAME AS 1960 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE % 
28-C 3,997 14,978 274.7 47.4 

B 8,930 9,924 Lt 66.8 
38-J NA 791 67.6 
28-D 3 6,399 271320 KÉ 
32-E NA 16,546 38.4 


TOTAL 48,638 
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ED. OF ADULTS 25 YRS. OF AGE & OVER 
CENSUS % % Kä MED 
TRACT H.S. GRAD. COLL. 1-3 YRS. COLL. GRAD. M AGE F 
28-C 15-6. 23 be 26.0. -27 el 
B k By ey | L9 1.0 291.4: Sus 

38-7 16.5 3.0 Led ILG 35.0) 
28-D 20.6 4.1 1.4 25:0 -269 
32-E 1537 26 d 23.7 25.3 


Of the 65,070 persons residing in this area in 1960 
there were 495 Episcopalians by the time of our Study who 
made up 0.8% of the total population. This is considerably 
below the national average of 2.0%. Of these 495 persons, 
59 were members of St. Bartholomew's Church, making up 11.9% 
of all the Episcopalians and 96.8% of those belonging to 
St. Bartholomew's Church. Thus, it is seen from the follow- 
ing chart that a majority of church members live within 
the area of the church and, in fact, some 60% live in the 
same census tract in which the church is located. 


% OF TOTAL % % 
CENSUS TOTAL TOTAL POP. PARISH EPIS PARISH 
TRACTQ POP- EPIS. EPIS. MEMB. MEMB. MEMB. 
ZER EE MEN, 
28-C 16,796 96 0.6 36 She. 59.0 
B 10,574 209 2.30 d 1.9 6.6 
38-7 12,694 47 0.4 10 21.3 16.4 
28-D 7,548 36 DR 9 25-0 14.8 
32-E 17,458 107 0.6 W 
Re GE 
TOTAL 65,070 495 0.8 39. Lg 96.8 


Additional information on churches and schools serving 
this community area may be found in the attached Self-Study. 
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THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


There were ten families and 13 individuals not in 
families who made up the membership of St. Bartholomew's 
Church, or 54 baptized members and 43 communicants. 
During the course of the year of our Study, 33 of the 
43 communicants attended church regularly, and 
persons attended occasionally. fhe church school had 
an enrollment of 58 including 55 students and three 
teachers. During the course of the past year, the 
attendance at Church school ranged from a low of three 
to a high of 28. 


Two organizations were reported as serving this con- 
gregation: the Choir, and Acolytes. 


During the year of our Study a total of $861.00 was 
pledged for the support of the Church, $187.00 was received 
in plate offerings, and $4,200.00 was received in rental 
monies from properties owned by the church. Further, a 
total of $1,950.00 was received in diocesan Support. Un- 
fortunately, a thorough Every Member Canvass was not con- 
ducted during the course of the year. Because of the 
peculiar nature of the neighborhood and inability to 
make a comparison between this church situation and what 
might be described as the usual parish, it might not be 
within the experience of the present church members to make 
a pledge. It should be further noted that membership sta- 
tistics in congregations of this kind are always suspect 
because of the number of extra individuals that are served 
by the minister and his people in what we might call "non- 
reportable categories." 


The major problems facing this congregation as seen by 
the Self-Study Committee were related to the development 
of corps of believers able to provide a lay ministry within 

the area served by the church. 


REPORTED MEMBERSHIP FROM MAPS 


A total of 61 baptized members were recorded on the 
membership maps, and of this number 36, or 59.0%, were 
living within the census tract in which the church is 
located. The following chart indicates the membership 
distribution of St. Bartholomew's Church: 


MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION TABLE e CS 


PARISH PHILADELPHIA ST BARTHOLOMEWS 
CENSUS TRACT | NUMBER OF PERCENTAGE SE 4 
(J OR ARE MAPPED MEMBERS MAPPED MEMBERSHIP | 
C | eon i474 616 
x 28C ze 590 
280 9 148 
E AE Ane 1 ES EK 
38J LO 164 
Es 45G RB ! 16 | 
Echt KS CT H 1008. 
| | 
| Si E 1 pe eee eae ee 3 
= ara 
j- | — 
Í | | 
es hes = = ESE: 
| | 
| H 
z z bs z = 
| 
zs a —— =i 
| 
Sen = t 
| 
- i = 
E SE 
3 
= =z Ge 7 eae BE 
EA 
= D de + = Sg t | 
ea E ARA EA d | 
L pales th ER a E E 
| i 
o — - —--— ` 
o y 
= Ze Ce Sch == t | 
Jee 
e E S Pe oe 
| | 
L 


PH-47 


JWT :ht 
6 


REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 
——————oFNeee awa aa DATA FROM JOURNALS ` 


Figures for this portion of the Study were taken from 
the Journals of the Diocese. They were gathered for every 
fifth year from 1940 to 1960 and for the following three 
year. Details of these vital Statistics may be seen on 
the chart following this discussion. 


The reported baptized membership fluctuated up and 
down from 1940 to 1955, but since then has shown quite a 
decline. In 1963 there was a slight upturn. The number 
of communicants has shown a similar pattern. 


Church school enrollment reached a low figure in 
1960. Since then there has been an increase, reaching a 
point higher than any since 1945. 


From 1961 through 1963 there were 23 baptisms and 32 
confirmations performed in the parish. These figures are 
18.5% and 25.8% of the reported communicant strength. Such 
ratios are way above the 3.9% and the 4.1% for the entire 
diocese, and the 5.5% and 5.8% respectively for the Episco- 
pal Church nationally. 


During the three years from 1961 through 1963, the 
total reported expenditures of this congregation were 
$16,840.00. Of this amount, $1,003.00, or 6.0%, was spent 
for work outside the congregation. The diocesan figure is 
14.9% outside the congregation 


Expenditures per communicant during this three-year 
period were $135.81 for the parish and $73.71 for the dio- 
cese. Extra-parochial expenditures per communicant amounted 
to $8.09 for St. Bartholomew's and $10.45 for the diocese. 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


© reen SL BARTHOLOMEW ron PHILADELPHIA 


conr PHILADELPHI procese PENNSYLVA 


| 1950| 1955| me | Mer Lueesluecz 


o al y lee a | - [37 Loe | 
aee NANAn 
Percentage of 

a eal eae nt safe ase) as 
teas eae a 


Percentage of 
Commmnicants Gel G2) SIS Bel ae, VEL 2 | 20-9 
aneres 
penditures 1 | 3 59613,9/5 14,735] 25/6 |7100 |S 25) | 4419 | 40E 
Special Par. 
Expenditures 2 1335| 385|2,730|1307| 737 760 | 266 
Extra-parochial 
Expenditures 3 634| 324| 27) | 256| 276| 367 
Total Reported 
Expenditures Kä ËCH C44G6357 | % 663 | 6, 264{ 5:347| 2027 
Seti AE iia 
7,33 \//2.06\|/76.90\/33.28|/E3./5 16.75 


per Conmunicant 
SE 
Expenditures per bolt) 
bn peas 3.2F7| 2475 |3.37'|5.22| 5.77 (10.75) 7.33 


1 Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 


2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 


O 3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


There were 60 persons reported on in the Episcopal 
Census of this congregation. There were 28 males and 
32 females. Included were eight children under ten years 
of age, 22 older children and teen-agers, one adult in 
the 20's, ten adults in their 30's, four adults in their 
40's, five adults in their 50's, three adults in their 
60's, and seven adults 70 years and over. 


The 59 occupations reported included two pre-students, 
28 students, 13 housewives, two professional people, three 
clerical workers, two sales workers, two craftsmen, one 
semi-skilled worker, three domestic workers, and three 
laborers. There were 43 non-gainfully employed respondents 
and 16 gainfully employed. 


Of 30 adults, none reported being college graduates, 
one had attended college from one to three years, nine 
were high school graduates, 14 attended high school, and 
six had an elementary education. 


Of 23 families or individuals, 19 reported living less 
than one mile from the church properties, three from one to 
two miles, and one from two to three miles away. 


Travel time reports showed that four families needed 
less than ten minutes to reach the church, eleven required 
ten to 20 minutes, four from 20 to 30 minutes, and two took 
30 minutes or more. 


Twelve families said they owned their own homes and 
seven said they did not. Of 23 types of dwellings lived in, 
17 were single family, two were duplexes, two were apart- 
ments, one a rooming house, and one an institution. 
Twenty-two residences were built before 1930. 


e 


DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S MISSION, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


St. Bartholomew's Mission is located in an 
area which has experienced social, economic, and 
racial changes during the past ten years. The 
census of 1960 discloses a very young population 
and high percentages of persons 14 years of age 
and under in the community area_ served by the 
mission. In 1960, the census tracts in which 
the church is located reported a non-white pop- 
ulation of 89.2%. 


Baptized membership and communicant strength 
have shown dramatic losses since 1955. Baptized 
membership decreased from 260 to 54, or 79%, and 
communicant strength decreased from 86 to 43, or 50%. 
Church school enrollment increased from 36 to 58 
persons during this period but the highest attendance 
reported for the group was less than 50% of the en- 
rollment. St. Bartholomew's faces many problems. 
Among them are: 


1. Loss of membership 


2. Severe competition from store-front and 
sect groups seeking the newcomer. 


3. A growing population of people with many 
perplexities, including high rates of infant 
mortality, unemployment, many adults and 
children underfed, poorly clothed, and in- 
adequately housed. 


At first glance it would seem that this is 
exactly where St. Bartholomew's should be at this 


time in its history. However, the mission is 
following old paths of church operation and 

must completely change its emphasis and direction 
if it is to provide a significant ministry to the 
community area. One of the first tasks of St. 
Bartholomew's is to keep its eyes open so that it 
may really see the helpless in its neighborhood; 
then it must have the courage not only to take up 
new tasks but also to give up forms: of service which 
have lost their witness-character. Quite simply, 
this means a willingness to give up old patterns, 
including concern for membership and institutional 
success. 


There are several alternatives that should 
be explored by the mission and the diocese. 


1. If the mission is to continue operating 
with its present program, policy, and 
budget it should close its doors and its 
property should be sold by the diocese. 


2. St. Bartholomew's is under-financed. The 
Church Army Officer is underpaid and lacks 
adequate funds for the maintenance of the 
ministry and program. The church structure 
has been allowed to deteriorate and as a 
result much energy and local effort is spent 
in keeping the institution going, making it 
difficult to release the energies of the 
congregation, under these circumstances, for 
mission in the world around them. If St. 
Bartholomew's is to be effective, one require- 
ment will be a massive effort, including adequate 
financing for program, for ministry, and a 
rehabilitation of the structure. 


Another alternative is to develop a companion 
relationship with one or more congregations housed 
in a suburb but anxious zo become involved in witness- 
ing and service programs. Suburban churches and 
missions such as St. Bartholomew's need each other 
desperately for the wholeness and integrity of life 
in Christ. The resources and civic leadership 
of suburban Christians are needed by the inner-city. 


St. Bartholomew's is not alone in its efforts; 
several major denominations also are listed as 
serving the parish area as well as numerous store- 
front churches. Since other church groups face 
many of the same problems and opportunities, 
besides a need for major capital improvements, it 
would be advisable to consider some form of co- 
operation. A cooperative effort of this kind might 
be initiated by the Council of Churches, by the 
diocese, or by the local laity and clergy. Duplication 
of effort by small churches might be overcome and 
adequate staffing is a far greater possibility on 
the basis of cooperation. Above all, the laity 
involved in cooperative efforts gain a sense of 
new spirit and hope in being part of a committed, 
vital movement. 


Another alternative open to St. Bartholomew's 
and the diocese is a merger with another Episcopal 
congregation. Church mergers are seldom successful 
if based on motives of convenience and administration. 
They are successful when there is a common goal and 
purpose shared by both congregations. 


Any decision made about the future of St. 
Bartholomew's must be the result of careful diocesan 
planning and strategy. The alternatives listed are 
only a beginning point. 


